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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 13-17, 22, 26, 27, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Peter (US Patent Number 5459627). 

3. Regarding claims 1,9, 15, 22 and 27, Peter discloses: 

A disc media retainer comprising: 

A disc hub member (figure 6, item 12a) having a central bore (figure 6, item 
12a5) extending between an open top and an open bottom (See figure 6), the central bore 
having a threaded interior surface configured to receive a threaded spindle hub (column 
7, lines 1 & 2); 

An annular flange attached to the disc hub member and surrounding the central 
bore (figure 6, item 12a3); and 

A data storage disc having a central opening defining an interior edge surrounding 
the disc hub member, the disc mounted on the annular flange (figure 6, item 13). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Peter discloses: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1, wherein the disc is mounted on the annular 
flange by an adhesive (column 2, lines 16-19). 

5. Regarding claim 6, Peter discloses: 
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The disc media retainer of claim 1, wherein the disc hub member, the annular 
flange and the data storage disc are integrally formed (column 4, lines 55-65). 

6. Regarding claims 7 and 34, Peter discloses: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1 , wherein the disc includes a top surface that is 
positioned at or below a top surface of the disc hub member surrounding the open top 
(figure 6, top surface 12a2 is positioned above top surface of the disc 13). 

7. Regarding claims 13 and 35, Peter discloses: 

The disc drive of claim 9, wherein the disc media retainer is positioned at or 
below a top surface of the spindle (figure 6, top surface 12a2 is even with the top surface 
of the spindle 12al4). 

8. Regarding claim 14, Peter discloses: 

The disc drive of claim 9, wherein a top surface of the disc hub member adjacent 
the open top is positioned at or below a top surface of the spindle (figure 6, top surface 
12a2 is even with the top surface of the spindle 12a 14). 

9. Regarding claim 16, Peter discloses: 

The disc of claim 15 including a data storage portion supported by the disc hub 
portion (figure 6, disc 13 is mounted on annular flange 12a3). 

10. Regarding claim 17, Peter discloses: 

The disc of claim 16, wherein the data storage portion is thinner than the disc hub 
portion (figure 6, disc 13 is thinner than disc hub member 12a). 

11. Regarding claim 26, Peter discloses: 
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The disc drive of claim 22, wherein the data storage disc is positioned at or below 
a top surface of the spindle (figure 6, disc 13 is mounted below top surface of spindle 
12al4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 3-5, 8, 10-12, 19-21, 23-25 and 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peter, in view of Kazmierczak et al (US Patent Number 6724567). 

14. Regarding claims 3, 23 and 28, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1, wherein the disc hub member includes an 
assembly feature adjacent to the open top, the assembly feature is configured to assist in 
the mounting of the disc media retainer to a spindle. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1, wherein the disc hub member includes an 
assembly feature adjacent to the open top (figure 8, item 30a is fit in hole of item 32), the 
assembly feature is configured to assist in the mounting of the disc media retainer to a 
spindle (column 8, lines 23-35). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc drive with the media retainer containing an 
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assembly feature of Kazmierczak, because the media retainer with an assembly feature will 
make it easier to assemble the media retainer to the spindle. 

15. Regarding claim 4, 20, 25 and 29, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 3, wherein the assembly feature includes a 
plurality of slots. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 3, wherein the assembly feature includes a 
plurality of slots (figure 7-2, item 72). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc drive with the media retainer containing slots of 
Kazmierczak, because the media retainer can place special tools in these slots to secure itself 
to the spindle of the disc drive. 

16. Regarding claim 5, 12, 21, 30 and 33, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 4, wherein two of the slots are positioned on 
opposite sides of the disc hub member. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 4, wherein two of the slots are positioned on 
opposite sides of the disc hub member (figure 7-2, item 72). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc drive with the media retainer of Kazmierczak, 
because the media retainer acts as a wedge which secures itself onto the spindle of the disc 



Application/Control Number: 10/799,317 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2627 

drive, this acts to secure the disc hub member in place, so as to prevent sliding or rotating 
when mounting a disc. 
17. Regarding claim 8, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1 including: 

A second annular flange attached to the disc hub member (figure 12-2, item 82); 

and 

A second data storage disc (figure 12-2, item 8) having a central opening defined 
by an interior edge surrounding the disc hub member (See figure 8), the second data 
storage disc mounted on the second annular flange (figure 12-2, disc 8 is mounted on 
second flange 82). 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc media retainer of claim 1 including: 

A second annular flange attached to the disc hub member (figure 12-2, item 82); 

and 

A second data storage disc (figure 12-2, item 8) having a central opening defined 
by an interior edge surrounding the disc hub member (See figure 8), the second data 
storage disc mounted on the second annular flange (figure 12-2, disc 8 is mounted on 
second flange 82). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc hub member with a second annular flange for 
supporting a second disc, as taught by Kazmierczak et al, because providing for plural discs 
in one disc drive is well known in the art, and is highly popular in multi-disc changers. 
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18. Regarding claim 10 and 31, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc drive of claim 9, wherein the spindle includes an assembly feature 
configured to assist in the mounting of the disc media retainer to the spindle. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc drive of claim 9, wherein the spindle includes an assembly feature 
(figure 6, item 70) configured to assist in the mounting of the disc media retainer to the 
spindle (column 8, lines 23-35). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc drive with the media retainer containing an 
assembly feature of Kazmierczak, because the media retainer with an assembly feature will 
make it easier to assemble the media retainer to the spindle. 

19. Regarding claim 1 1, 24 and 32, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc drive of claim 10, wherein the assembly feature is formed in a top 
surface of the spindle. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc drive of claim 10, wherein the assembly feature is formed in a top 
surface of the spindle hub (figure 5, item 68). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made provide Peter's disc drive with the spindle of Kazmierczak, because the 
spindle acts as a wedge, which secures itself within the bore of the disc hub member to 
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secure the disc hub member in place, so as to prevent sliding or rotating when mounting a 
disc. 

20. Regarding claim 19, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc of claim 15, wherein the disc hub portion includes an assembly feature 
adjacent the open top, the assembly feature configured to assist in the rotation of the disc 
during installation of the disc onto a spindle hub. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 

The disc of claim 15, wherein the disc hub portion includes an assembly feature 
(figure 7-3, item 50) adjacent the open top, the assembly feature configured to assist in 
the rotation of the disc during installation of the disc onto a spindle hub (column 8, lines 
35-44). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Peter's disc drive with the media retainer of Kazmierczak, 
because the media retainer acts as a wedge which secures itself onto the spindle of the disc 
drive, this acts to secure the disc hub member in place, so as to prevent sliding or rotating 
when mounting a disc. 

21. Claim 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peter, in view of 
Kazmierczak et al (US Patent Number 5880905). 

22. Regarding claim 18, Peter fails to disclose: 

The disc of claim 15, wherein the disc hub portion is formed of metal. 
Kazmierczak et al disclose: 



r. • 
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The disc of claim 15, wherein the disc hub portion is formed of metal (column 6, 
lines 11-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to form the disc hub of metal, as taught by Kazmierczak, because metal 
disc hubs are stronger and more flexible than plastic hubs. 



23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Matthew G. Kayrish whose telephone number is 571-272-4220. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm M-F. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrea Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

Matthew Greco Kayrish 4/26/2006 




